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branches.  

If a man remains 
in me and I in him, 

he will bear 
much fruit.” 
(John 15:5)
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ConTenTS

The season of Great Lent will soon be upon us!  As Orthodox Christians, the 
ushering in of  this beautiful season of the Church year is a cause for much 
spiritual joy!

While it is true that we are called to give up certain things during this sea-
son, such as meat and dairy products, and unnecessary activity, it is in re-
ality a time where we receive much more than we give up, if we willingly 
embrace it.

When we fast, we lighten our bodies, so that we can pray more attentively. 
When we participate in the bright sadness of the Lenten services and sing 
the beautiful Lenten melodies and hymns,  our hearts are softened and 
we experience the peace of God which passes all understanding.   When 
we secretly perform acts of charity and love to the least of the brethren...  
expecting nothing in return,  we  receive back in greater measure, the rich 
blessings of God.  

 So you see, this season is designed to help restore our spiritual balance, 
and improve our spiritual insight. By slowing down and embracing the 
change in our lifestyle we once again discover the things most needful in 
life, that happiness is not found in the endless pursuit of worldly posses-
sions, fame and fortune, but  in  our ability to love others and to experience 
the love of God.

Make no mistake, when we with Our Lord’s help increase our efforts to 
grow spiritually,  the Evil One, Satan is not amused and steps up his efforts 
to lead us into temptation and sin.  This is why Lent is a time of personal 
and communal struggle.  During this season we need to pray for and with 
one another.

During Lent, we are  in the words of the Apostle Peter, encouraged to take 
up the whole armor of God and fast to the best of our ability, pray more, 
both at home and by attending as many Lenten Services as possible, and 
demonstrate our re-commitment to pursuing the path of holiness by show-
ing  love to others in a practical and tangible manner.

Although Great Lent begins on March 14, we have the time now to start 
thinking about how to approach this blessed and fruitful season. May we 
use this time to bring ourselves closer to Christ!

Lent is Coming!
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LIturgICaL SCheduLe

SCheDule oF   
ChurCh SerViCeS 

Sunday Services 
Orthos, 8:30 am ; Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am

February 7, 16th Sunday of Matthew
February 14,  Sunday of the Canaanite
February 21, Sunday of the Publican & the  
Pharisee, Triodion Begins
February 28, Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Weekday Services
Tuesday, February 2, 9 & 9:30 am
Presentation of the Lord (at our chapel)

Wednesday, February 10, 9 & 9:30 am
Haralambos the Martyr

SATURDAY OF THE SOULS 
March 5, March 12, March 19

All parishioners are invited to submit the names 
of departed loved ones to our clergy or the office, 

with the form below offered for your conve-
nience. These vital days encourage our families to 

gather in holy remembrance; they remind us of 
the power of prayer. Please note that lists need 

only be submitted once and will be read at all 
three services.

NAMES OF DEcEASED 
ΟΝΟΜΑΤΑ ΑΠΟΘΑΝΟΝΤΩΝ

These names will be read at each Saturday of the Souls 
Service this year. Please PriNT clearly the first names of 
departed family and friends that you wish to be remem-

bered at these services.

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

PRESENTATiON OF THE LORD
FEbRUARY 2

The practice of presenting a child to God in the 
Church originated in the ancient temples of the 
Jewish faith, and has been continued by the Or-
thodox Church through the centuries.
On Feb. 2, 40 days after Christmas, we celebrate 
the presentation of our Lord at the temple. He 
was received by Simeon, a prophet and scholar of 

great age. Simeon had prayed 
to live to see the Messiah and, 
as his desire was fulfilled, he 
prayed: “Lord, now let Your 
servant depart in peace, accord-
ing to Your word; for my eyes 
have seen Your salvation which 
You have
prepared in the presence of all 

people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles and glory 
for Your people Israel.”
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ST. DemeTrioS  

Greek orThoDox 
ChurCh

57 Brown St. 
Weston, MA 02493 
(781) 237-5561 
(781) 237-8612 (fax) 
www.stdemetriosweston.org

 
Fr. Nicholas Krommydas 
Proistamenos 
frnick@stdemetriosweston.org

Fr. Vincent Minucci 
Presbyter 
frvincent@stdemetriosweston.
org 
 
ChurCh OffiCe 
office@stdemetriosweston.org

ST. DEMETRIOS CONNECTIONS
781-237-5561  |  www.stdemetriosweston.org

Fr. Nicholas Krommydas, Presbyter
Fr. Vincent Minucci, Presbyter
Nicholas Korderas, Sexton 
Gina Pagonis, Parish Council President 
Athena Kalyvas, Philoptochos President
Bookstore, Carol Loridas
Choir, Genie Leussis, Chris Tzellas, Athena Kalyvas
Faith and Works Ministries
 Brown Bag Sunday, Lydia Santangelo
 St. Demetrios Inner-City Outreach, Peter Mitsakos
 St. Nicholas Angel Tree, Nancy Agris Savage
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour, St. Demetrios Philoptochos
Library, Cindi Dabrowski
Orthodox Life Series, James Skedros
Outreach and Evangelism, Stacey Kalivas
Philoptochos Care Ministries
 Hellenic Nursing Home, Pam Brody
 Prayer-Shawl, Elaine Ward
 Quiltathon, Debbie Morakis
 Visitations, Valerie Wiegel
Prosfora Ministry, Christina Booth
Senior Guild, Artemis Martakis
Stewardship, John McVey
YOUTH
Altar Service, Chris Kourlos
Basketball, Jack Markis
Church School, Stavroula Gurguliatos
 Church School Music Director, Jane Kourtis
GOYA, Fr. Vincent Minucci 
JR. GOYA, Jill Kovatsis
Greek Folk Dancing, Margaret Talmers
Greek Language School, Avra Parpos
HOPE, Donna Markis
JOY, Fr. Vincent Minucci
OCF, Fr. Vincent Minucci
Young Professionals, Samuel Johnson

This brand new year holds great promise for our Building on 
our Faith program. It will be a time of completion as well as 
one of new undertakings. We will conclude the installation 

of our beautiful marble fixtures and this will include a pulpit 
from which Fr. Nick and Fr. Vincent will read the gospel and 

address our faithful parishioners while being easily visible to 
everyone. This outstanding piece will 

be constructed out of two types of 
marble and hand inlaid with custom 
designed mosaics. The result will be 

stunning and a prominent fixture for 
generations to come.

 
This item has not yet been pledged 

or donated by one of our faithful. 
Other gifts to provide the necessary 

fixtures for our sanctuary are also 
available for donation as are other 

giving opportunities. These gifts rep-
resent substantial donations, like the 

pulpit, as well as more modest but 
equally significant gifts. Be on the 

lookout for a brochure that contains 
all the items still available. Please 

consider a gift in the name of your 
family, parents, grandparents or a 

group of longtime friends gathering 
in support of the church!

 
Once these items have been pledged 
and under construction, we will com-
mence planning for the final phase of 

Building on our Faith: Iconography. 
2016 will be a year of organizing 

and planning, education, volunteers, 
tours, meetings and invitations to 

lectures. All this in the name of be-
coming the most informed parish on 

the subjects of the history and style 
of iconography and its proper place 
in our church in accordance with its 

teachings.
 

Yes, this will be a great year. Stand 
by for your invitation to become 

part of the planning of our final task 
in completing our landmark Greek 

Orthodox Church, St. Demetrios!
 

- Peter Bassett

A BrAnd new YeAr
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youth “don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young...

Happy New Year!  On behalf of our Church School 
teachers, please join us in making the resolution to be 

on time for Church!
 
February              Third Grade Bulletin Board Display
February 7          Church School Classes; CS Staff Meet-
ing 
February 14        Church School Classes
February 21        Church School Classes; Triodion Be-
gins
February 28        Church School Classes

cHURcH ScHOOL 
NEWS

Greek lAnGuAGe & 
CulTurAl SChool

Cross road

Attention all High School Juniors and Seniors! CrossRoad 
is a ten-day academic summer institute that prepares high 
school juniors and seniors to make big life decisions and con-
nect with the Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual 

tradition.  Hosted on the 
scenic Hellenic College 
Holy Cross campus, 
overlooking the beau-
tiful Boston skyline, 
participants experience 
daily worship, visit local 
parishes, tour Boston, 
and spend a day at the 
beach.

June Session: June 18 – June 28
July Session: July 5 – July 15

Submit Your Application ASAP!!
To apply go to: www.crossroadinstitute.org

On January 19th, students of the Greek 
School celebrated Epiphany with a visit 

from Fr. Vincent to their classrooms, as well as, the be-
ginning of the New Year with the cutting of the vasilo-
pita.  The children enjoyed participating in this holiday 
and traditional custom. Happy New Year from the Greek 
School!
This year the March 25th program will be celebrated in 2 

parts:
Tuesday, March 22

Greek school students will recite poems and songs. A 
reception will follow immediately afterwards. 

Sunday, March 27
All Greek dancers, including Greek School, will perform 

after church during coffee hour.
The Greek Independence Day Parade will take place on 

April 3. Mark your calendars.

Greek DAnCinG

Winter Schedule
Mark your calendar and join us for 
dancing in 2016!
February 7, 28
March 13, 20 & 27 (Greek  
Independence Day performance) 
April 10
For more information, contact Margaret Talmers:
Margaret.e.talmers@gmail.com.



The Vine: February 2016p. 5

youth...but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity”  
(1 timothy 4:12) 

This past December, the GOYAns were fortunate enough to have the Cicalis’ 
host this year’s annual GOYA Christmas party/ Yankee Swap. Current GOYAns 
along with alumni got to enjoy some delicious food and wonderful gifts from 
their fellow Goyans. Also coming up is the annual GOYA Wing-a-thon on Super 
Bowl Sunday. Make sure to check after church during coffee hour for pre-or-
ders. December and 2015 in whole was full of fun for the entire GOYA. We know 
this year will be the same! Join us for GOYA night on Feb. 27 at 6 pm!!

GOYA
The Youth Minis-
try of Basketball 
is at the halfway 
point in the 
season.  Our Par-
ish has fielded 
four teams this 

year; three in the High School divi-
sion (GOYA) and one in the Middle 
School division (JOY).  Our kids 
continue to enjoy the fellowship 
fostered by this Ministry.  Through 
practices and games they are able 
to interact with their peers in the 
Church twice a week – and get to 
meet other children throughout the 
Metropolis.
 
We have also served as the host to 
many of the League Middle School 
games.  Our Parish youth set up 
and clean up after each game and 
even staff a “snack bar” providing a 
great opportunity for our youth to 
learn responsibility and a sense of 
community.

Basketball

MBC GOYA Winter Camp: February 12-
15, 
GOYA Winter Camp is great fun!
Visit www.boston.goarch.org/ministries/
mbc/winter_camp/

MBC winter Camp



The Vine: February 2016 p. 6

photoS
Philoptochos Paint Night

Christmas Pageant

Theophany & Vasilopita 
Sunday
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photoS
Tree Lighting & Gingerbread Houses

Senior Guild Christmas Party
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CaLendar

FeBruAry 2016
SunDAy monDAy TueSDAy weDneSDAy ThurSDAy FriDAy SATurDAy

1 2
Presentation of 
Our Lord
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy, 9 am

Greek School, 
4-6 pm

Orthodox Life, 
7 pm

3 4
Choir Rehearsal, 
7 pm

5
GOYA Wing-A-
Thon Prep, 6 pm

6
Philoptochos 
Wine Tasting, 6 
pm

7
16th Sunday of 
Matthew
Greek Dance

GOYA Wing-A-
Thon

8 9
Greek School, 
4-6 pm

Orthodox Life, 
7 pm

10-St. haralambos
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy, 9 am

Prayer Shawl Knit-
ting, 1:00 pm
Parish Council 
Meeting, 7 pm 

Philoptochos 
Board Meeting,  
7 pm

11 12
MBC Winter 
Camp

13
MBC Winter 
Camp

14
Sunday of the 
Canaanite
MBC Winter 
Camp

15
President’s Day-
Offices Closed

16
Orthodox Life, 
7 pm

17 18
Choir Rehearsal, 
7 pm

19 20 
Nursing Home, 
2:30 pm

21
Sunday of the 
Publican & the 
Pharisee

22 23
Greek School, 
4-6 pm

Orthodox Life, 
7 pm

24
Prayer Shawl 
Knitting Ministry, 
1:00 pm

25 26 27
Jr. GOYA/GOYA 
Night, 6-8 pm

28
Sunday of the 
Prodigal Son
Greek Dance

29
happy Leap 
Year!

March 1
Greek School, 
4-6 pm

Orthodox Life, 
7 pm

2 3
Choir Rehearsal, 
7 pm

4 5
Saturday of the 
Souls
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy, 9 am
Apokreatiko 
Glendi, 6 pm
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phILoptoChoS
StewardShIp &

PHILOPTOCHOS
Dear Philoptochos Members,

Happy New Year!  May 2016 bring happiness and health to you and your loved 
ones.

In November and December of 2015, we were extremely appreciative of the 
generosity of the parishioners who supported the Philoptochos ministries.  In 
particular, $1500 was collected for the Christian refugees in the Middle East 
through the International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) and the Veterans 
ministry raised over $2500 for 60 Thanksgiving meals and Operation House-
warming Baskets for transitioning Veterans.

Thank you to the following who graciously chaired events during the festive 
month of December:

Christmas Card – Pat Liacopulos who has led this project for over 30 years. We 
appreciate your continued diligence and enthusiasm!

Christmas Bake Sale  – Gena Liacopulos, Francesca Callas and Stephanie 
Skedros for co-chairing a very successful bake sale.  Many thanks to all of the 
members who baked delicious desserts for the event, especially the kouloura-
kia team led by Georgia Cosmopoulos and Philippa Condakes.

Care Ministry  - Valerie Wiegel and the many volunteers who visited the shut-
ins in our parish during the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Reception – Eugenia Kourlos for chairing the well-attended 
reception.

Vasilopita Sunday – Thank you to Chris Tzellas who prepared the delicious 
Vasilopita distributed to the various ministries within the Church and all of the 
members who brought Vasilopitas for the coffee hour on Sunday, January 13.

Paint Night – Thank you to Jenn Brody for chairing the first Paint Night.  Over 
60 women enjoyed a wonderful evening of fellowship and many laughs! 
Thanks to Chris Pappas for providing IT assistance and to all those who gener-
ously donated appetizers and beverages for the evening.

Upcoming Events

Annual Membership Drive – Renew your 2016 membership and join the 
largest Christian women’s organization - the Philoptochos.  For more informa-
tion on joining the Saint Christine Chapter, please contact Eugenia Kourlos at 
ekourlos@comcast.net or Athena Kalyvas at adkalyvas@gmail.com.

Philoptochos Wine Tasting  - Saturday, February 6. 6:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. in 
the Saint Demetrios Small Social Hall.  All parishioners are welcome (21+). 
Donation $25.00.  Sponsored by The Wine House – Holliston, Massachusetts.  
Tickets are available for purchase during the coffee hour or contact Olga Calivas 
Newkirk at o_dnewkirk@comcast.net.

Aprokriatiko Glendi – Saturday, March 5.   Join us for an evening of fellow-
ship for this annual event in the Saint Demetrios Church Social Hall.  6:00 p.m. 
– 10:00 p.m.  Music by Ta Dilina.  All Parishioners are welcome.  Adults:  $25.00.  
Children: $5.00.  Appetizers and Desserts.  Contact Matina Pappas for more 
information at(617) 335-5593 or mpappas@paphome.com.

Women’s Winter Retreat, April 1-2 at the Saint Methodios Faith and 
Heritage Center.   Chairpersons:  Presbytera Elaine Krommydas and Nikki Stour-
naras.  Father Nick will lead the Retreat discussion.  More details to follow

Hosting Fellowship Coffee Hour – Please contact the Church office if you 
wish to host coffee hour with your family and friends.  Contact Pam Brody, 
781-864-5327, Brodster52@yahoo.com and/or Eugenia Kourlos, 508-735-
8866, ekourlos@comcast.net who will provide step-by-step information on the 
process.  What a great opportunity to meet and greet other Parishioners and 
assist with this very important Fellowship Hour!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings and warm wishes for the New Year.  
Our church, your stewardship committee, and 
you, our parishioners are embarking on a new 
journey in Christ together.  In March 2016, the 
Stewardship Committee will hold its first of what 
we hope will be many more Evening of Faith 
home visits in order to connect with you, our 
parishioners, and to share the mission and vision 
of our beloved Saint Demetrios Church.  Our 
first Evening of Faith home visit will take place 
in Needham, MA. Preparations are underway.  
Please stay tuned!  
Our goal as your Stewardship Committee is 
to share the Grace and Love of our Lord and 
Savior with each and everyone of you.  Small 
group home visits will allow us to do this in a more 
intimate and personal manner.  We are excited 
about the opportunity of meeting with each 
of you and sharing with you all the joy, grace, 
peace and love of our Lord and Savior, and 
how the mission and vision of our beloved Saint 
Demetrios Church, with your help, hopes to fulfill 
His heavenly purpose for all of our lives.   
If you would like more information about home 
visits, or would like to host an Evening of Faith in 
your home, please contact the St. Demetrios Of-
fice.  We look forward to meeting with you and 
sharing Christ’s love.
In Christ Jesus,
The Stewardship Committee

StewarDShiP

 

Philoptochos Supports the Mission Projects

Please remember Philoptochos is here to help the Saint Demetrios Community 
members participating in any mission or service trip!  Contact Jenn Brody at 
Brody.Jenn@gmail.com or 781-864-5032 with any questions or inquiries.

Hellenic Nursing Home Visits – Pam Brody visits the Hellenic Nursing 
Home the third Saturday of every month.  Contact Pam if you are available.  
(781) 864-5327 or brodster52@yahoo.com.

I am thankful to each and every one of you for your support, selfless service 
and compassion and sincerely hope that during 2016, we will continue to 
successfully assist those in need.

With love in Christ,

Athena Kalyvas

President
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newS & eventS

The Senior Guild
We will not have any Senior Guild Meetings during 
the months of January/February due to possible in-
clement weather.  The next meeting of the Senior 
Guild will be on March 25th, Annunciation.
If you have any questions please contact Artemis 
Martakis at (508)785-0045 for more information. 

St. Demetrios bookstore
Come and visit our church bookstore. There are 
religious books for both adults and children, icons, 
crosses and many other religious items.
The bookstore now has new additions, including 
religious books written in the Greek Language.

Orthodox Life Series
Join us as we examine our Orthodox Faith through 
a series of discussions on important topics. Some 
of the topics include: confession, fasting, Holy 
Communion, prayer and almsgiving and will be 
lead by Fr. Nick, Fr. Vincent, Dr. James Skedros 
and others. We will meet February 2, 9, 16, 23, and 
March 1, from 7 pm till 8:30 pm in the Social Hall. 
We look forward to seeing you then! If you have 
any questions please contact Fr. Vinnie at  
frvincent@stdemetriosweston.org 

Philoptochos Scholarships
As you contemplate the journey to college or 
graduate school, plan to apply for the Philopto-
chos Scholarships, which are offered each spring 
to honor aspiring young people from our com-
munity. Criteria reach across a broad spectrum of 
involvement from dedication to parish, love of the 
arts, academic achievement, service to others and 
more. For almost four decades, young people have 
been recognized with awards given in memory of 
some of our parish’s most beloved former mem-
bers. Applications will be available in February: 1) 
online via the church website; 2) by email request 
to vlahakes@comcast.net or 3) by calling the 
church office to have one mailed to you.

Events and Announcements Thank You For Your SupporT To The ST.  
nicholaS GivinG Tree

Another 
outpouring 
of Christ’s 
love from 
our parish 
directly to 
children 
within our 
local com-
munity in 
foster care. 
We have 
so much to 
be thank-
ful for and 
we have 

once again demonstrated the true meaning of 
the season to our children through generosity 
and love for our fellow man. Thanks to all the 
St. Demetrios Santas who helped to make this 
a reality and a special thank you to Nancy Agris 
Savage for organizing this beautiful ministry!

At the Saint Demetrios Church on Saturday, February 6th from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

21+ Event  •  $25 Per Person  •  24 Wines to Enjoy 
Sponsored by The Wine House

All proceeds benefi t the Saint Demetrios Ladies Philoptochos Society   

Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Ladies Philoptochos Society

Saint Christine Chapter
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newS & eventSnewS & eventS

To read further on discussions given 
during Orthodox Life Series in February, 
we invite you to our Library and see the 
books we have on the following sub-
jects:
         The Divine Liturgy (catalog G)
         Sacraments (catalog I)
         The Spiritual Life (catalog Q)
         Christian Living (catalog R)
If you are looking for a specific book see 
Cindi Dabrowski during coffee or leave 
a note in the library.  I will have a basket 
near the Card Catalog and check each 
week.  Please include your telephone 
number so I may contact you.
The library is staffed every Sunday after 
Liturgy. However, you are welcomed to 
visit the library when the Church office 
is opened.  As outlined in the Library 
Policies and Procedures please fill out 
both cards and leave the orange card in 
the metal box. Date is the month and 
year when you borrow the book.  This 
will help us to keep track of our books.
Remember, this library is for you and 
your family.  Thank you for your interest.

Fr. MAnikAs LiBrArYHOw TO eXPerienCe A BLessed YeAr
 
Even though the New Year is well under way, it’s not too late to 
revaluate our resolutions and reconnect with God!

1. Accept in your life the peace that Jesus Christ brings. You can 
find this peace each day by dwelling in the presence of God 
through prayer, reading Holy Scriptures, and keeping your focus 
on all that is good, pure, and holy. Follow His teachings on how 
to live.
2. Find the good in the memory of every past experience (even 
if it was a challenge); look for the good in every present blessing; 
place your hope in God’s loving kindness for all future joys.
3. Be humble and lowly of heart with all people. Always be ready 
to forgive others; be quick to recognize your faults and slow to 
take offense.
4. Center your thoughts each day on how much love, service 
and kindness you can give out,
instead of what material things you lack.
5. Seek earnestly divine guidance. Wait on the Lord Jesus and do 
not run ahead of His plans. 
6. Never let a mistake pull you down. Repent and ask for forgive-
ness. 
7. Love, and there will be no room for envy. Trust, and there will 
be no place for worry. Have faith, and there will be no room for 
doubts.
8. Magnify the things of eternal value and minimize the tempo-
rary things of life. Put aside the petty cares that pass each day.
9. Refuse to let jealousy, covetousness, greed, and envy preoc-
cupy your mind and short-circuit your prayers.
10. Steady life by having a lofty purpose. Lift its horizon by con-
templating the needs of all humankind. Widen your horizon by 
loving the world as God loves it.
11. Rest in Christ. He is the secret of the abundant life, the fulfill-
ment of every worthwhile dream and desire.
 
May the New Year bring happiness to keep you sweet; trials to 
keep you strong; sorrow to keep you compassionate; hope to 
sustain you; failure to keep you humble; success to keep you 
eager; friends to give you comfort; wealth to meet your needs; 
enthusiasm to make you look forward to tomorrow; and deter-
mination to make each day better than the day before. 
A happy and blessed new year!

Our new iconostasis is installed! 
Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port in completing this incredible 
project!



announCementS
ST. DemeTrioS Greek orThoDox ChurCh 
57 Brown STreeT 
weSTon, mA 02493

The son of Petros and Meghan Parpos was baptized on Saturday, January 16th and named 
Gregory. The sponsor was Stacey Kourtis

May God  bless them with His Divine Grace!

BApTiSmS

AlTAr FlowerS FunerAlS

Thalia Prodromou of Wellesley, January 18th

Nicholas Polymeros of Needham, January 20

May their memory be eternal!

December 6
Fr. and Presbytera Manikas in loving memory of their daugther, Pamela Manikas Washek.
January 17

Simella Aravanitis and Lazarus, Elias and Stavroula Hionidis in loving memory of 
their father, Dimitrios.
January 24

Linda Littlehale, Carol Loridas and Diane Rodes in memory of their parents, 
Betty and Harry Rodes.
Linda Littlehale in memory of her husband, Bradner.
January 31
Terry Katsaros in memory of his father, Efthimios.

Altar flowers were generously 
donated by the following parishioners:


