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Jesus said, 
“I am the vine; 

you are the 
branches.  

If a man remains 
in me and I in him, 

he will bear 
much fruit.” 
(John 15:5)
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Pascha

Dear Parishioners, 

 Shortly we will gather to celebrate 
Pascha, the center of life for all Orthodox 
Christians. The Resurrection of Christ and 
the victory by His death over death is the 
very foundation of our faith. As St. Paul 
writes in I Corinthians 15:12-23 the narra-
tive about the Resurrection:  “…Death came 
through one man and in the same way 
the Resurrection of the dead has come 
through one man… Christ is the first fruits 
and then, after the coming of Christ, those 
who belong to him.”

 Nearly one fourth of each ecclesiastical year is dedicated to the preparation for this great 
feast or in celebration of its radiating joy. The Resurrection service is the culmination of all our 
efforts as we anticipate Pascha- our Passover- from death to life. It is the quintessential celebra-
tion by Christ’s Church as the hymn proclaims, “Pascha all honorable.”

	 The	external	beauty	that	we	witness	on	this	feat	of	feasts,	the	flowers,	the	candlelight	
procession, the joyous hymns, are all the result of the deep spiritual joy that the church feels and 
endeavors to express at this, the “Pascha, the ransom from sorrow!”

 As Pascha once more draws near and brings us the undeniable and hopeful news of 
God’s love for us we are invited to enter into its joy. No one can experience it for us as each of us 
must personally make it part of their spiritual journey to their heart. When we come to know 
and realize that we have someone who loves us so much that He died and rose from the dead, 
then	we	will	truly	understand	and	experience	the	spiritual	joy	that	fills	our	hearts.	

 I invite you to participate in the various services of Holy Week leading up to Pascha, 
as	fully	as	possible.	This	way	your	heart	will	be	filled	with	the	light	and	warmth	that	is	Christ 
Risen and so will illumine not only on the glorious night of Pascha but throughout the year. 

Yours in the Risen Lord, 

Fr. Nick
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holy confession

Like the Prodigal Son, we have all been away from God on 
some level, and it is time to “come home” to our Father who 
is loving, compassionate and forgiving. Holy Confession is a 
powerful	way	to	examine	our	lives	and	reflect	on	our	spiritual	
progress, especially during this Lenten season. Please make 
arrangements with Fr. Nick or Fr. Vinnie as soon as possible. 
Father will be hearing confessions until Holy Tuesday.

LIturgIcaL ScheduLe

SCheDule oF  ChurCh SerViCeS 

 
sunday services 

orthos, 8:30; divine liturgy, 9:30

April 1- Palm Sunday
April 8- Great and Holy Pascha, Agape Vespers, 11 am
April 15- Thomas Sunday
April 22- Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 
April 29- Sunday of the Paralytic 

 
holy Week schedule  

aPril 1st - 8th 

Monday, April 2 
Nymphios Bridegroom, 7 pm

Tuesday, April 3 
Nymphios Bridegroom, 7 pm

Wednesday, April 4 
Presanctified	Divine	Liturgy,	9	am 
Holy Unction, 3:30 pm & 7 pm

Thursday, April 5 
Vesperal Divine Liturgy, 8 am 
Passion of Christ & the 12 Gospels, 7 pm 

Friday, April 6 
Royal Hours, 9 am 
Apokathelosis, 3:30 pm 
Lamentations, 7:30 pm

Saturday, April 7 
First Resurrection, 8 am 
Anastasi, 11 pm

Sunday, April 8
Agape Vespers, 11 am

 
MidWeek services 

(outside of holy Week services)

Monday, April 23 
Orthros & Divine Liturgy for St. George, 9 am

Prayer to the Virgin  
From the great ComPline SerViCe 

O spotless, unstained, incorruptible,undefiled, pure Virgin, Lady Bride 
of God,who through your wondrous birth-giving united God the Word 
with mankind, and linked the fallen nature of our human race with the 
heavenly; the only hope of the hopeless and the help of the persecuted; the 
ready support of those who seek refuge in you, and the shelter of all the 
Christians: do not despise me, the wretched sinner who have defiled myself 
with shameful thoughts and words and deeds, and through negligence 
of thought have become slave to the pleasures of life. But as the Mother 
of our compassionate God, and a friend of man, have compassion on me 
the sinner and prodigal, and accept this prayer from my impure lips; and 
using your motherly standing, entreat your Son and our Master and 
Lord to open unto me the depths of his loving goodness and, overlook-
ing my innumerable faults, to return me to repentance and make me a 
worthy servant of his commandments. Stand by me forever; in this life as 
a merciful and compassionate and good and lovingly warm protector and 
helper, by repulsing the assaults of the adversary and leading me toward 
salvation; and at the time of my death, by embracing my miserable soul 
and driving far away from it the dark faces of the evil demons; and at 
the awesome day of judgment by redeeming me from eternal hell, and 
proclaiming me an heir of the ineffable glory of your Son and our God. 
May I enjoy such fate, my Lady, most-holy Theotokos, through your 
intercession and protection; through the grace and love for mankind of 
your only begotten Son, our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
whom belong all glory, honor and worship, together with his beginning-
less Father, and the all holy and good and life giving Spirit, now and ever, 
and to the ages of ages. Amen.
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 One of the most beloved saints in the world is Saint George, but how many of us can 
actually say we know anything about him? We might make some conclusions from looking at his 
icon,	where	we	find	a	soldier	on	a	horse	attacking	a	dragon/serpent.
 St. George was born in the late 3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia (in modern day 
Turkey) and his mother was from Palestine. St. George’s father was martyred, so his mother moved 
back to Palestine and raised St. George there with good education and in pious faith. St. George 
joined the army has soon as he could. He quickly earned ranks and was stationed in Nicomedia as 
a guard attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian. Diocletian was one of the most ruthless emperors 
for Christian persecution. St. George was asked to persecute the Christians but he would not 
and he showed that he was a Christian. Diocletian then ordered the torture and execution of  
St. George.
	 St.	George	survived	several	attempts	to	kill	him.	The	first	torture	was	him	being	placed	

on a wheel and as the wheel 
turned, St. George was 
pierced all over his body, but 
an angel came and healed 
him. They put him in a pit and 
covered him with lime and 
three days later they dug him 
out and he was unharmed. 
They put him in iron shoes 
with hot nails. Then they 
whipped him brutally. They 
poisoned him. After all of 
this, Diocletian asked by 
what power he was able to 
survive all this and he said 
that Christ had saved him. 
Diocletian asked about what 
kind of stuff Christ had done 
and St. George mentioned 
all the miracles, including 
Christ’s resurrections. 
Intrigued by the idea of 
resurrection, they took St. 
George to a cemetery and 
through a prayer a body came 
out of the grave. Eventually 
St. George was taken to 
the pagan temple, where he 
called out the demons that 
inhabited the idols, which 
claimed they were not gods. 
Ultimately he was beheaded 
on April 23, 303 AD.
 Wait…. Where was the 
dragon? Well the truth is 
the tale of St. George and the 
dragon
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Nikki Stounaras, Philoptochos President
Bookstore, Carol Loridas
Choir, Genie Leussis, Chris Tzellas, Athena Kalyvas
Faith and Works Ministries
 St. Demetrios Inner-City Outreach, Peter Mitsakos
 St. Nicholas Angel Tree, Nancy Agris Savage
 Daniel's Table- Jill Kovatsis
 YOCAMA- Jill Kovatsis 
 Peace Ministry- Peter Panagopoulos
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour, St. Demetrios Philoptochos
Library, Cindi Dabrowski
Orthodox Life Series, James Skedros
Philoptochos Care Ministries
 Hellenic Nursing Home, Pam Brody
 Prayer-Shawl, Elaine Ward
 Quiltathon, Debbie Morakis
 Visitations, Valerie Wiegel
Prosfora Ministry, Christina Booth
Senior Guild, Artemis Martakis
Stewardship, Thomas Camp
YOUTH
Altar Service, Chris Kourlos
Basketball, Jack Markis
Church School, Stavroula Gurguliatos
 Church School Music Director, Jane Kourtis
GOYA,Fr. Vincent Minucci and Jill Kovatsis
Greek Folk Dancing, Margaret Talmers
Greek Language School, Avra Parpos
HOPE, Diana Katsikaris and Mina Johnson
JOY, Fr. Vincent Minucci
Young Professionals, Samuel Johnson CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

the holy Great Martyr GeorGe the trophy-Bearer- april 23

LIveS of the SaIntS
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youth “don’t let anyone look down on you 
because you are young...

suMMer caMP: 
ionian village

Session One:  
June 15 – July 
4
Session Two: 
July 15 – 
August 3

Ionian Village 
offers two 
fun-filled	
sessions. Each 

session is identical in daily schedule and 
travel locations, so your camper may 
choose	the	session	that	best	fits	their	
summer plans and school schedule. 
Both sessions are open to campers who 
are currently 9th grade through those 
who will complete the 12th grade in the 
spring of 2018.

suMMer caMP :  
MBc 2018
Session 1: July 9th - July 15th
Session 2: July 16th - July 22nd*
Session 3: July 23rd - July 29th
Session 4: July 30th - August 5th

* Olympiacos FC Soccer Camp will be 
held during this session

SuMMer 2018 proGraMS 

GreeK laNGuaGe & Cultural SChool

On March 25th, the Greek School celebrated Greek Independence Day with poems, songs and 
folklore dances.

may just be a tale. As the tale goes, St. 
George kills the dragon after calling 
on the name of Holy Trinity. This is 
probably just a story to represent the 
battle between Christianity and Satan, 
the serpent. Regardless, this tradition 
is so popular, that it is conveyed in 
almost every icon of St. George.

St. George is traditionally celebrated 
on April 23rd, on the anniversary of 
his death, but often the date of the 
celebration of St. George moves. When 
April 23rd lands during Lent the feast 
is moved to the Monday after Pascha, 
so that we can fully celebrate this great 
saint of the Church.

St. George has a reputation of 
interceding everyone who asks for him 
with sincerity. Many Muslim people 
throughout Turkey visit Churches 
named after St. George and ask for 
healing, and many are healed. When 
I was in Constantinople, the Chora 
Church has one bust of a saint that was 
not destroyed, and of course, it was the 
head of St. George. He is beloved by 
many and intercedes for all of humanity. 
May St. George intercede for us.

Written by Fr. Andrew Athanasiou

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

I O N I A N  V I L L AG e
registration opens march 1, 2018

12 noon est

w w w. i o n i a n v i l l a g e . o r g

The Greek School sends their warmest 
wishes for a Happy Easter
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League 
playoffs 
were held 
over the 
weekend of 
March 10th. 

In the JOY (Middle School) 
Division our “Blue” Team 
capped off an undefeated 
season by winning the 
League Championship 
against Watertown.  

In the Girls GOYA (High 
School) Division, our 
Team	finished	the	season	
with only one loss.  In the 
Championship game, our 
girls played well, but lost on 
a dramatic buzzer beater to 
Peabody.
 
In the Boys GOYA Division, 
our	“Navy”	Team	finished	the	

season undefeated and won 
the Championship against 
Andover. 
 
On March 17th, our kids 
enjoyed the League All 
Star game held at Hellenic 
College. 
 
On the 18th, Metropolitan 
Methodios presided over 
Liturgy at Taxiarchae 
Church joined by players and 
their families throughout the 
Metropolis, followed by the 
League Banquet.
 
The 2017-2018 Metropolis of 
Boston basketball season has 
now come to a close. 
 
We look forward to next 
season!

April 1 Palm Sunday – Family Worship
April 4 Holy Wednesday – Afternoon Epistle 
Readers
April 6 Holy Friday – Retreat; Flower Girls 
(2nd gr. in afternoon, 5th gr. in evening)
April 8  Pascha – Agape Service Readers – 
Family Worship

April 15 Church School Classes
April 22 Church School Classes
April 29 Church School Classes

ORATORICAL FESTIVAL	-	The	Junior/Senior	Oratorical	
Festival was held on Sunday, March 18th. Thank you to the 
Oratorical Chairperson, Anthony Houhoulis, for organizing 
the event.  Congratulations to Faith Cardozza and John 
Markis (Senior Division) and Elli Gurguliatos and Irene 
Mitsiades (Junior Division) who took top place at the Parish 
level and will represent St. Demetrios at the District Level 
Festival on Saturday, April 14th.

HOLY WEEK CHURCH  SCHOOL SCHEDULE
Saturday, March 31st        SATURDAY OF LAZARUS 8:30 am –Liturgy Palm Making 
          All Church School students and families are invited to prepare Palms for Palm Sunday Service.
Sunday, April 1st            PALM SUNDAY	–	Family	Worship/No	Classes
Wednesday, April 4th        HOLY WEDNESDAY 
          We need students to read the Epistle (4th grade and up) for the afternoon service.
Friday, April 6th           HOLY FRIDAY
	 	 												 							•			There	will	be	a	Church	School	student	retreat	11:30-3:00	p.m.	–	Sign	up	by	the	Church	entrance
	 	 															 							•			Second	grade	girls	will	participate	in	the	afternoon	procession.	
	 	 																								•			Fifth	grade	girls	will	participate	in	the	evening	procession.	
Sunday, April 8th        PASCHA – AGAPE SERVICE –	Family	Worship/No	Classes
          We need foreign language readers (students and adults) to help read the Agape Service 
          Gospel. Last year we were fortunate to have the Gospel read in Latin, Spanish, French, Arabic, 
          German, and Chinese.  If you are interested in reading a portion of the Gospel in a foreign language,  
          please contact the Church School director, via email at stdemetrioschurchschool@verizon.net. 

youth BaSKetBall

youth...but set an example for the believers in speech, in 
life, in love, in faith and in purity”  
(1 timothy 4:12) 

ChurCh SChool NeWS

Goya

This past month, our GOYA went to Daniel’s Table in 
Framingham and prepared nearly 200 meals for the homeless 
and hungry. We learned more about the hunger problem in 
Framingham and the incredible efforts and hard work happening 
to put an end to hunger! 

We will be having our annual GOYA lock-in on March 30th 
concluding with the pancake breakfast and palm making. 

This summer, several of our GOYA members are going to 
Montana to participate in the YOCAMA service project to help 
Native Americans living there. We are currently raising funds to 
help get us to Montana. Please consider making a donation! 

Our GOYA is excited to participate in week 4 of MBC. Be sure to 
register	before	the	week	fills	up!

We look forward to a blessed Pascha and wish everyone a happy 
Easter!
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photoS
liturgical services at st. deMetrios

oratorical festival            lenten retreat



The Vine:April 2018p. 7

photoS
youth BasketBall 

goya service Project at daniel's taBle

koulouria Baking WorkshoP
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caLendar
StewardShIp &

April 2018
SunDAy monDAy TueSDAy weDneSDAy ThurSDAy FriDAy SATurDAy

1- Palm Sunday
Welcome  
Metropolitan 
Methodios
Family Woriship
Palm Sunday Fish 
Luncheon
Nymphios/ 
Bridegroom  
Service, 7 pm

2- Holy Monday
Nymphios/ 
Bridegroom  
Service, 7 pm

3- Holy Tuesday
Greek School, 4 
pm
Nymphios/ 
Bridegroom  
Service, 7 pm

4- Holy Wednes-
day
Presanctified  
Divine Liturgy, 9 
am
Holy Unction, 3:30 
pm
Holy Unction, 7pm

5- Holy Thursday
Vesperal Divine 
Liturgy of St. Basil, 
8 pm
Holy Passion of 
Christ & the 12 
Gospels, 7 pm

6- Holy friday
Royal Hours, 9 am
Church School 
Retreat, 11 am
Apokathelosis/
Descent from the 
Cross, 3:30 pm
Lamentations, 
7:30 pm

7- Holy Saturday
First Resurrection 
Service, 8 am
Anastasi Service, 
11 pm

8- Great and Holy 
Pascha
Agape Vespers, 
11 am

9- Bright Monday
Church Offices 
Closed

10
Greek School, 4 
pm

11
Parish Council 
Meting, 7 pm
Philoptochos 
Boarding  
Meeting, 7 pm

12 13 14

15-Sunday of 
Thomas
Church School

16 17
Greek School, 4 
pm

18
Paryer Shawl 
Ministry, 1 pm

19 20 21
Hellenic Nursing 
Home, 2 pm

22- Sunday of the 
Myrrh-Bearing 
Women
Church School
Greek  
Independance 
Day Parade

23- St. George
Orthros & Divine 
Liturgy, 9 am
Senior Guild  
Luncheon

24
Greek School, 4 
pm

25 26
Metropolis of  
Boston  
Philoptochos 
Book Event, 6 pm

27 28

29- Sunday of the 
Paralytic
Church School

30
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phILoptochoS
StewardShIp &

SteWarDShipphiloptoChoS
Our St. Demetrios Board 
wishes all of you Kalo 
Pascha.
 
We look forward to all 
the beautiful services on  
Holy Week and thank 
our priests Fr. Nick and 
Fr. Vincent ahead of 
time for the meticulous 
way they celebrate each 
service prayerfully with 
great solemnity. The tone 
changes on Saturday 
night and when they sing, 
“Come receive the light” 
they sing it with such 
gusto	and	joy	that	it	fills	
our hearts with gladness.   
Thank you, Fathers, Nick 
and Vincent. 
 
Please come and be 
part of our Holy Week 
preparations. 
 
On Good Friday, April 6th 
we will be wrapping the 
red eggs and decorating 
the Epitaphio.  A simple 
luncheon is prepared and 
we welcome all of you to 
join us. 
 
On Thursday evening,  
April 26 at 6:00 pm 
our Boston Metropolis 
Philoptochos will be 
hosting  an evening 
with Yvette Manessis 

Corporon  she authored 
an outstanding book 
“Something Beautiful 
Happened:  “A Story of 
Survival  in the Face of 
Evil.”  Seventy years after 
her Yiayia, grandmother 
helped hide a Jewish 
family on a Greek island 
during World War II, a 
woman set out to track 
down their descendants-
and discovers a new way 
to understand tragedy, 
forgiveness, and the 
power of kindness.  Come 
and join us!! We have a 
sign-up table in the hall 
on Sundays or see Athena 
Kalyvas or call Theresa 
Nibi at 617.519.5010 
you can also purchase 
the tickets on www.
metropolis-boston-
philoptochos.evenbrute 
.com. 
 
The event will celebrate 
the memory of Fotini 
Tournas, the beloved 
sister of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Methodios 
and a generous supporter 
of Philoptochos endeavors. 
 
Hope to see many of you at 
this awe-inspiring event. 
 
Nikki 

Dear Stewards, 

As the Holiest of Days- Easter- is celebrated, we are thankful 
to you our Stewards for your continued support of Christ’s 
Church.	In	return	we	reflect	on	what	the	Church	offers	to	
each of us especially during this Holiest of Seasons. 

In our Church home we have privileges of baptising our 
children, enjoying Christian education, consummating our 
love	through	marriages,	finding	comfort	in	our	times	of	grief	
and most importantly, partaking in the life-sustaining Holy 
Sacraments. Where else, except in our Church home, can we 
find	so	many	meanful	benefits…	and	all	under	the	same	roof?!	
These assets are far too precious to take for granted and far 
too important not to support with the fullest of our abilities. 
The very idea of taking so great a harvest without returning a 
greater abundance seems a real contradiction in priorities. 

Thank you for your Stewardship to St. Demetrios through 
your pledge. If you have not yet send in your commitment 
please do so as we depend on your faithfulness and 
generosity. 

Wishing you a blessed Easter!

The Stewardship Committee. 

The Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos 
Invites You to Attend an Evening with Author and  

Emmy Award Winning Journalist/EXTRA Producer
Yvette Manessis Corporon 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 
Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church
57 Brown Street • Weston, Massachusetts

Reception/Wine Tasting: 6:00 p.m. 
Author Presentation and Book Signing: 7:30 p.m.

Donation: $50
For more information, contact Theresa Nibi at  
(617) 519-5010 or theresanibi@gmail.com  

Tickets Online: https://metropolis-boston-philoptochos.eventbrite.com 
Proceeds to Benefit the Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos Charities

This Event is Sponsored in Loving Memory of Fotini Tournas

agaPe service readers needed

We need foreign language readers (students and adults) 
to help read the Agape Service Gospel. Last year we were 
fortunate to have the Gospel read in several different 
languages. If you are interested in reading a portion of the 
Gospel in a foreign language, please contact the Church 
School director, via email at stdemetrioschurchschool@
verizon.net.



The Vine: April 2018 p. 10

newS & eventS

fr. Manikas liBrary
Book of the Month:
Life-Rails by Scott Walker
 Life is like a journey across 
a wide ocean with waves of fear, 
winds of depression, powerful 

typhoons of anger, powerlessness, and 
despondency. This is a book for life’s sailors, 
those who are brave enough to look a storm 
in the face and laugh above its fury. But this is 
also a book for those who are wise enough to 
know that even the saltiest sea dog needs life-
rails to cling to from time to time. We had set 
aside this book on our recommendation shelf. 
 We invite you to come and visit 
the parish library. The library is opened 
every Sunday after Liturgy. However, you 
are welcomed to visit the library when the 
Church	 office	 is	 opened.	 To	 borrow	 a	 book	
please	fill	out	both	cards	and	leave	the	orange	
card in the metal box. This will help us to 
keep track of our books.
Remember, this library is for you and your family. 

eveNtS aND  
aNNouNCeMeNtS

st. deMetrios Bookstore
New Lenten and Paschal books are now 
available for adult and children for spiritual 
enlightenment.  Come and browse:  The Road 
Back	 to	 Christ:	 	 Reflections	 on	 Lent,	 Holy	
Week and The Resurrection, Lenten Spring 
by Thomas Hopko, Great Week and Pascha in 
the Greek Orthodox Church by Fr. Alkiviadis 
Calivas and Great Lent-Journey to Pascha 
by Alexander Schmemann.  There is also a 
variety of handmade icons, crosses and other 
religious items that are excellent for gifts.

senior guild
Dear Senior Guild Members,
The next Senior Guild meeting will be on 
April 23rd (St. George). We will discuss the 
trip to the Cape.  The price for bus tickets 
have changed to $65.00 per person which 
is payable at this meeting.The Senior Guild 
needs 40 people to attend. If you have any 
questions please contact Artemis Martakis 
@ (508)785-0045. The Senior Guild hopes 
to see you there!
Sincerely yours,
Artemis Martakis

 Caroline Kyriakou is a lifelong 
member and former pre-k teacher 
of St. Demetrios. In 2006 she was 
diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis, 
an autoimmune disease that affects 
the brain and spinal cord. For the 
10th year she is leading “Team 
Kaliope” for the Boston walk on 
April 8th. She is asking for your help 
in raising funds for the 2018 walk.

	 Please	help	her	in	her	endeavor	to	find	a	cure	for	MS	by	making	a	tax	
deductible donation of ANY amount by going to her personal homepage:
http://main.nationalmssociety.org/goto/Kaliope2018	or	by	sending	a	check	
made out to the National MS Society directly to her: Caroline Kyriakou, 
1940 Commonwealth Ave #23, Brighton, MA 02135.
 Caroline maintains a positive attitude and has developed a passion 
to raise awareness for MS. Last year in March Caroline spoke about Walk 
MS on KISS 108, in October she modeled for the Fashion Plates fundraiser 
and in the fall she edited her second MS anthology "Something On Our Minds: 
Volume 4" which published a new poem of hers; the 5th book she has been 
published in! 
 We hope to see a cure in her lifetime! Every dollar counts, so please 
make any donation you can! Thank you!

CaroliNe KyriaKou WalKS for a Cure

 
ST. DEMETRIOS PHILOPTOCHOS SCHOLARSHIPS HONOR PARISH YOUTH 

 FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, SERVICE & COMMITMENT 
~  Deadline is April 13, 2018  ~ 

 
Over the last thirty-eight years, the Philoptochos Society has awarded more than 110 

scholarships to our community’s young people to recognize their accomplishments across a broad 
spectrum of involvement from love of the arts, academic achievement, service to others and more. 

The scholarship funds were established in recognition of several of our community’s most 
treasured former members by their families. Each is given with a particular emphasis in the areas of 
life that were important to those in whose name the awards are given. 

 
39th James Salas/Maria Salas Papoulias ~ Academic Performanc e 

　 

32nd Nicholas and Effee Voss ~ Leadership & Scholastic Performanc e 

　 

14th Dr. Demetre/Ann Hoty Decaneas ~ Leadership & Community Service 

 

12th Prof. Peter V. Nychis/Caylee Nychis-Florence ~ Social Justice & The Arts 

 

5th Cynthia Speare Zervas ~ Excellence in Academics & Extra-Curricular 

 

1st Second Lieutenant Ian Thomas McVey USMC ~  

Service and Devotion to St. Demetrios, Family and Community 
 

All awards are available to both graduate and undergraduate students and are to be used for 
any educational expenses. Applicant or applicant’s family must have been members in good 
standing of our parish for at least the last two years, must be enrolled or accepted into a 
degree-granting, accredited college/university in the U.S. and must be a U.S. citizen.  

The deadline for applications is Friday, April 13, 2018.  The awards will be presented on 
Sunday, June 17, 2018  during a special ceremony following Divine Liturgy. Applications may be 
obtained: 1) on the Philoptochos page of the parish website by going to Resources & Scholarships at: 
http://www.stdemetriosweston.org/philoptochos/ 2) by email request to Kathy Hamilton at 
vlahakes@comcast.net or 3) by calling the church office at 781-237-5561 to have one mailed to 
you. Questions may be directed to Nancy Agris Savage at 508-652-9020. 
 

Nancy Agris Savage, Chair; Jean Speare Canellos, Philippa Condakes, 

Amalie George, Kathleen Hamilton, Athena Kalyvas, Carol Loridas, 

Mary Ann Pappanikou, Nikki Stournaras, Ex Officio and Jennifer Zannetos 

 

+ + + 
 

The Committee will deeply miss its longtime chairwoman, Amelia Nychis, 
whose fierce professionalism and dedication directed this committee for more 

than three decades. We are indebted to her for sharing wisdom honed over years 
of college admission work, devotion to our Orthodox faith and Hellenic heritage 

and passion for supporting the educational aspirations of our young people.  
~ May her memory be eternal ~ 
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hoLy weeknewS & eventS
Holy Wednesday

Within the past two centuries, 
Byzantine practice has developed 
to include the mystery of Holy 
Unction, which is celebrated on 
Holy Wednesday, commemo-
rating Christ’s anointing with 
myrrh. The service ends with the 
priest anointing the faithful with 
holy oil. The services appointed 
by the Typikon for the evening 
of Holy Wednesday recall that 
on this day Judas betrayed 
Christ, which led to the tradi-
tion from Apostolic times of 
fasting on Wednesday through-
out the year. It also focuses on 
the Mystical Supper, which is 
celebrated in the liturgy of the 
following day.

Holy saturday

Great and Holy Saturday Vespers 
and a Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
are served, marked with readings of 
Psalms and Resurrection hymns that 
tell of Christ’s descent into Hades, 
celebrated as the “First Resurrec-
tion” of Adam and the conquering of 
Death. It is appointed by the typikon 
to be celebrated in the afternoon, 
though it is served in the morning in 
many places. This service comes from the ancient liturgical tradition 
of the Church of Constantinople and was its primary Paschal service. 
The hymn “Arise O God” from the Psalms was the original primary 
Paschal hymn before “Christ is risen” came to take its place. Its place 
as the ancient Constantinopolitan Paschal celebration is what gives 
the service such a bright and resurrectional character.

PascHa

Pascha, the Feast of Feasts, as mid-
night approaches the priest taking 
a light from a vigil light within the 
altar passes the flame to the faith-
ful for their candles while singing 
“Come ye and receive light from the 
unwaning life, and, glorify Christ, 
who arose from the dead.” The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead is the center of the Orthodox 
Christian faith. To the Orthodox, 
the celebration of Pascha reveals the 
mystery of the eighth day. It is not 
merely an historical reenactment of 
the event of Christ’s Resurrection. It 
is a way to experience the new creation of the world a taste of the new 
and unending day of the Kingdom of God. This new day is conveyed 
to the faithful in the length of the paschal services, in the repetition of 
the paschal order for all the services of Bright Week, and in the special 
paschal features retained in the services for the forty days until Ascen-
sion. Forty days are, as it were, treated as one day.

Holy tHursday

Holy Thursday begins with 
the celebration of vespers and 
the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 
with a Reserved Eucharist in 
representation of the earthly 
presence of Christ realized at 
the Last Supper. In the eve-
ning, anticipating the Matins 
of Friday morning, the Holy 
Passion service of the read-
ing of the Twelve Gospels is 
conducted. In these readings 
Christ’s last instructions to his 
disciples are presented, as well 
as the prophecy of the drama 
of the Cross, Christ’s prayer, 
and his new commandment. 

Holy Friday

Great and Holy Friday begins with 
reading of the Royal Hours leading 
up to Vespers of Friday afternoon, 
at which time the removal of the 
Body of Christ from the Cross 
is commemorated. The priest re-
moves the Body of Christ, the Epi-
taphios, from the Cross, wraps it in 
a white cloth and carries it into the 
altar. In an evening service, called 
the Lamentations at the Tomb, 
the priest carries the Epitaphios, 
the painted or embroidered cloth 
representation of Christ, from the 
altar around the church before 
placing it in the Sepulcher, a bier 
symbolizing the Tomb of Christ. 
This procession, with the faithful 
carrying lighted candles, represents 
Christ’s descent into Hades.

Palm sunday, Holy monday  
& Holy tuesday evening

The first three days of Holy Week 
remind us of Christ’s last instruc-
tions with his disciples. These 
teachings are remembered in the 
celebration of the Great Com-
pline, Matins, Hours, and Liturgy 
during these days. The Liturgy of 
the Presanctified Gifts celebrated 
these days includes readings from 
Exodus, Job, and Matthew. The 
Matins services of the evenings 
of Palm Sunday, Holy Monday, 
and Holy Tuesday, anticipating 
the events of the next day, share a 
common theme. These Bride-
groom Services are derived from 
the Parable of the Ten Virgins, 
which calls for preparedness at 
the Second Coming, for the “thief 
comes in the middle of the night.” 
(Matt. 26:1-13)



announcementS
ST. DemeTrioS Greek orThoDox ChurCh 
57 Brown STreeT 
weSTon, mA 02493

AlTAr FlowerS BApTiSmS

Altar flowers were generously donated by 
the following parishioners:

FunerAlS

May their memory be eternal!

March 4    - In loving memory of Angelo J. Pappanikou
                    - From Vivian Krieg in memory of her husband
March 11   - In memory of mother Olga from Janet Prifti
    - From Angelica Giovannes in honor of the names day of her 
        son and grandson
    - In memory of parents Alexander and Stamata Rempis from  
      Andrew and Deborah Rempis
March 18   -In memory of Jimmy Philopoulos from parents Nick and 
       Mary Philopoulos
    - From Fran Callas in memory of husband George and  
       brother Milton

The daughter of Brandon and Jackie Dillman was 
baptized on Sunday, March 18 and named Vasiliki. 
The sponsors were Georgia and Sal Giunta. 

The son of Apostolos and Garifalia Mezes was 
baptized on Sunday, March 25 and named Dimitrios. 
The sponsors were Alexandros and Jillianne 
Eliopoulos. 

Helen Gatzunis of Watertown, March 9
Demetra	Safiol	of	Weston,	March	10
Byron S. Sculos of Falmouth, March 7


