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Jesus said, 
“I am the vine; 

you are the 
branches.  

If a man remains 
in me and I in him, 

he will bear 
much fruit.” 
(John 15:5)

Dear Parishioners,

If one were to ask what one of the main tenets of our Orthodox Church’s teaching 
is, it would be that “no one can be saved alone.” Contrary to the many messages of 
secular society and many of the teachings of churches, with a small “c,” individuals 
cannot save themselves.

Let me explain. In the first Epistle to the Cor-
inthians 12:4-30, St Paul speaks about the 
importance of the whole body. Although each 
body member has its purpose and function, 
it is incomplete if not useless unless it works 
in concert with all the other members and or-
gans to truly be that one body. So, hearing, 
speaking, thinking, seeing, smelling, walking 
and so on, all contribute toward the sound-

ness and health of that one body.

St. Paul speaks in detail about this in his Letter to the Corinthians, which I urge you 
to read. In conclusion, his premise is to exhort us to become collectively the Body 
of Christ. Although we have differing talents and gifts, when we come together, we 
honor Christ’s Body which is the Church. It is, after all, His Body that He gave 
in establishing His Church so that those grafted to it may have life eternal and 
abundant. It is through His Body and within community that we realize our full 
potential, which is “to love one another, serve one another, forgive one another.” The 
words of Christ about “loving our neighbor” cannot be realized apart from “the 
other.” When we come to Him, we wish to be connected and be in “communion” 
with Him … and through Him to one another. Communion and community (koi-
nonia) have the same root, which expresses this desire to be in communion in love 
and truth. It speaks to us of Christ’s desire to have us be part of His Kingdom here 
on earth and His eternal Kingdom.

I invite you to be with us each Sunday in the fall as we explore together what it 
means to strive to be a Christ-centered community—and to live not for ourselves 
alone but as members of the Body of Christ.

With Love in the Lord, 
Fr. Nick
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LIturgIcaL ScheduLe

 
SCheDule oF   

ChurCh SerViCeS 
 

Sunday ServiceS 
OrthOS, 8:30; divine Liturgy, 9:30

September 2 
13th Sunday of Matthew

September 9 
Sunday before Holy Cross

September 16 
Sunday after Holy Cross

September 23 
1st Sunday of Luke

September 30 
2nd Sunday of Luke

Midweek ServiceS 
OrthOS, 9:00; divine Liturgy, 9:30

Saturday, September 8 
Nativity of the Theotokos

Friday, September 14 
Elevation of the Holy Cross

veSperS, 5 pM

Thursday, September 13 
at Holy Cross, Brookline

Nativity of the theotokos
We hope you will join us on Sept. 8, as we commemo-
rate this truly joyous feast of our Church. The birth of 
the Virgin Mary marks a special moment in our spiritual 
history: the coming into the world—through her parents 
Joachim and Ann—of the amazing woman who would 
play such a vital role in Christ coming into the world. She 
is our greatest saint, and her life reminds us of the impor-
tance of being obedient to the Holy Spirit and our own 
consciences. Despite her personal worries and concerns, it 
was her willingness to trust in God’s plan that led to the 
birth of Christ, the great key to our salvation. Again, please 
make time to join us on the 8th. Together on that holy day, 
we too, like St. Anna in the icon shown here, will gesture 
toward the Theotokos as the Mother of us all. 

“Save, O Lord, save Your people 
and bless Your inheritance; 

grant victory to the faithful over their 
adversaries. 

And protect Your commonwealth, 
by the power of Your Cross.”

—Hymn of the Elevation  
of the Holy Cross

Do you know why the first day of 
September marks the beginning of the 
Church year? We are accustomed to 
think of January 1 as the beginning of 
the year. But the tradition of computing 
the start of a new year with autumn was 
common to the lands of the Bible and to 
all the lands around the Mediterranean. 
The summer harvest was at an end, the 
crops were stored, and people prepared 
for a new agricultural cycle. It was an 
appropriate time to begin a new year.

Many of the hymns for the first day of 
the Church year state that the com-
ing year is God’s to give and God’s 
to bless—a “Year of the Lord.” These 
hymns take their theme from Psalm 
65, an inspirational psalm of praise to 
the Creator, the Holy Lord who richly 
sustains the earth with His abundant 
goodness.

The goodness of the Lord is His love, 
mercy and grace, The Church’s prayer 
is that the coming year will be a year of 
grace, a year blessed by God. Each year 
can be a year of grace, a year blessed by 
God. These thoughts are well-reflected 
in this Vespers hymn of Sept. 1:

“O faithful, having learned true 
prayer from the very words

and divine teachings of Christ,
let us cry out to the Creator each day:

Our Father, who dwells in heaven,
give us always daily bread,

and forgive us our transgressions.”

Happy New year?

Go, sit upon the lofty hill,
And turn your eyes around,

Where waving woods and waters wild
Do hymn an autumn sound.

The summer sun is faint on them —
The summer flowers depart —

Sit still — as all transform’d to stone,
Except your musing heart.

THe auTumN 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning
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ST. DemeTrioS  

Greek orThoDox 
ChurCh

57 Brown St. 
Weston, MA 02493 
(781) 237-5561 
(781) 237-8612 (fax)

www.stdemetriosweston.org

 
Fr. Nicholas Krommydas 
Proistamenos 
frnick@stdemetriosweston.org

 
ChurCh SeCreTarY 
Cathy Smith 
csmith@stdemetriosweston.org

ST. DEMETRIOS CONNECTIONS
781-237-5561  |  www.stdemetriosweston.org

Fr. Nicholas Krommydas, Pastor
Cathy Smith, Secretary
Peter Gramenelles, Sexton 
Chris Pappas, Parish Council President 
Joanna Krasinski, Philoptochos President
Bookstore, Carol Loridas
Choir, Chris Tzellas, Athena Marken, Jeannie Leussis
Fifty-Something Club, Phil & Sandi Chomo
Faith and Works Ministries
 A Suitable Image, Nancy Savage
 Brown Bag Sunday, Lydia Santangelo
 Habitat for Humanity, Elaine Fischer
 Helping Hands, Kathy Bakes
 St. Nicholas Angel Tree, Nancy Savage
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour, Mary Ellen Paravalos
Library, Cindi Dabrowski
Orthodox Life Series, James Skedros
Outreach and Evangelism, Stacey Kalivas
Philoptochos Care Ministries
 Hellenic Nursing Home, Pam Brody
 Miracle Kitchen, Dorothea Ocnos
 Prayer-Shawl, Tilda Mitsakos
 Quiltathon, Debbie Morakis
 Visitations, Valerie Wiegel
Prosfora Ministry, Fr. Nick Krommydas
Senior Guild, Artemis Martakis
Stewardship, Dean Coclin
YOUTH
Altar Service, Chris Kourlos
Basketball, Jack Markis
Church School, Stavroula Gurguliatos
 Church School Outreach, Anthony Houhoulis
 Church School Music Director, Jane Kourtis
GOYA, Alexey and Stephanie Petrides
Greek Folk Dancing, Margaret Talmers Galatano
Greek Language School, Avra Parpos
HOPE, Donna Markis, Stacy Katsikaris
JOY, Jill Kovatsis
OCF, Alexey Petrides

As you can see from the pictures on this page and elsewhere in your Vine, great 
progress has been made over the summer months. The highlight of the summer 
was the placement of the domes, especially the great dome. Quite a few of our 
parishioners were on hand, including Metropolitan Methodios. Each time we 
now come to St. Demetrios we will see even more progress as the brick and 
other work is completed, moving us closer to enclosing the entire building and 

and interior work. We hope over the next few weeks and months you will join 
us in one of our tours to see the progress  that has been made. Please remember 
we need your prayers and support to see this project to its completion. Contact 
me or any member of our Committee for any questions or additional informa-
tion. Thank you!

—Peter Bassett
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youth

Church School 2012 - 13 Begins!

We look forward to the upcoming Church 
School year. Classes begin on Sunday, Sep-

tember 9 at 9:30 am, with the start of the Di-
vine Liturgy.  A productive Church School program 

must incorporate the Divine Liturgy and so we pray, and we 
ask that all our students make every effort to arrive by the 
start of the Liturgy.  

During the Ministry Fair, there will be an opportunity to reg-
ister any new student(s) and/or update parent/student con-
tact information. Please stop by so we can meet. There will 
be a calendar of events and 
information to take home.

We would like to thank our 
teachers for their devotion 
and commitment to our 
youth and to the parents for 
their continued support. We 
look forward to a wonderful academic year together.

Upcoming Dates:

September 9    First Day of Classes

September 16 Classes

September 23 Classes

September 30 Classes; Mini-Sermon; Staff Meeting 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

“don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young...

Greek language & cultural School

Come Share & Create a Year  
of Beautiful Memories

Fr. Nick and our teaching staff are enthusi-
astic about welcoming you back to another 

year full of interesting lessons and enriching activi-
ties. Our school provides an opportunity for chil-

dren (Grades Pre-K – 6; ages 3 & 4 welcome in the Pre-K 
program) to study and learn the Greek language and rich 
heritage of Greece and its people. St. Demetrios Church 
offers this program to augment a community life that is 
steeped in the Orthodox faith and the traditions of our rich 
heritage. Those enrolled can also expect to develop a bond 
of friendship and fellowship.  

We invite and welcome all to come and participate in this 
wonderful experience.

Please mark your calendars with these important dates:

Sundays, Sept. 9, 16 and 23 – following Liturgy:  
Registration, Church Hall 
(Find registration materials online:  
www.stdemetriosweston.org/greekprograms)

Tue., Sept. 11, 4 – 6 pm:  
First Day of Classes 
(Continuing registration, Agiasmo Service, Open House/
Social Hour)

For additional information please contact Avra Parpos at 
508.875.2103. 

“Come & See”  
aT TheophanY SChool

Theophany School believe that 
students will achieve academically 
in small class sizes—within this set-

ting, teachers have the opportunity to see children 
as individual learners and work with each child to 
promote growth and development. Curriculum at 
Theophany combines “play-based” and “academ-
ic” lessons, and every aspect of the school reflects 
the teachings and life of the Orthodox Christian 
Church. Programs include Preschool (2.9 – 5 years) 
and Pre-K/K (4.6 – 6 years). Extended-day programs 
(“Lunch Bunch” and “After School” are also offered.

Contact Theophany today: 781.444.3058;  
theophanyschool@gmail.com

BaSkeTBall ICe Cream SoCIal and  
regISTraTIon SepT. 23

Our coaches, players and parents 
are looking forward to another 
wonderful year of basketball, 
learning and friendship. On the 
23rd during Fellowship Hour, come 
see us for a delicious ice-cream 

and sign-up for our 2011-12 season (registration will 
also be ongoing throughout the Sundays of the Min-
istry Fair). Practices will begin in mid-October—details 
to follow shortly. If you’d like to help with registration, 
have questions or would like to get involved as a 
coach, please contact Jack Markis: 
ejmarkis@markislaw.com
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youth“don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young...

...but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity”  
(1 timothy 4:12) 

It’s time to get ready for another won-
derful year! Last year our GOYA raised 
a lot of money for our church just by 
washing cars and having a great time. 
We want to continue this tradition for 
years to come! Our Car Wash this year 
will be held after Liturgy on Septem-

ber 9th along with our 
church BBQ. Mark your 
calendars! Our GOYA this 
year was also thinking 
about participating in 
Sonia’s Run. Sonia’s Run 
is a 5K Walk/Run that 
is held at St. George’s 

Orthodox Church at 55 Emmonsdale Road in West 
Roxbury, MA. This year it will be held on Saturday, 
September 15th. We would love to see as many St. 
Demetrios GOYANs at this event, either participating 
in the run, volunteering, or just being there. It is all to 
support the Theophany School, a school that is dear 
to all of us. More details to follow about specific ways 
you can help and participate! If anyone has any ques-
tions please contact Susan Kourtis at sakourtis@veri-
son.net. Last but not least, there will also be a General 
Assembly held after church on September 16th for 
GOYAns. Snacks and drinks will be included! We will 
be discussing ideas about what to do with our year, 
so come prepared with fun activites in mind! Anyone 
who is interested in joining GOYA between the grades 
of 7th-12th please don’t be shy! Come to our next 
meeting or contact me with any questions or concerns! 
I can be contacted by email or phone at any time.

Plans are in the works for a host of fun activities that 
teach us about the Orthodox Faith and give us an op-
portunity to build strong friendships. Please visit us at 
the Ministry Fair for a fall/winter calendar and flyers. 
Contact Donna or Jill to learn more, help and connect!

GOYA

HOPE & JOY Update

Greek language & cultural School

HOPE (K – 2nd) 
Donna Markis: dmarkis@boston.k12.ma.us 

JOY (3rd – 6th) 
Jill Kovatsis: ja.k@verizon.net 

This month, we look forward to our annual visits to the 6th grade classroom, when 
we share the excitement of Altar Service  with potential new servers. We thank 
our Church School for allowing us this opportunity; we hope this event plants the 
seed of interest with our 6th grade boys. An Oct. 16 training/outing is in the works. 
Details to follow!

AlTAR SERvERS

September Schedule
2, 16, 30: St. Lawrence
9, 23: St. Stephen

ST. LAWRENCE 
Captain: Jason Theoharis, Vice Captain: Kosta Pappas 
Walker Littlehale, Alexander Luzaitis, William Luzaitis, Costa Razis, Michael Razis

ST. STEPHEN
Captain: Alex Camp, Vice Captain: Anthony Chirban
Nicholas Camp, Matt Gatzunis, Thomas Gatzunis, Anthony Houhoulis, John Markis

St. Euphrosyne (408 – 450) was a per-
son of great faith, even from her early 
childhood. Her Father, Paphnutius, was 
wealthy and offered her a luxurious, 
comfortable life. But this did not sit well 
with Euphrosyne; she felt as if she were 
being called to a more humble life. So 
she made a promise to God to live qui-
etly in prayer and be married only to His 
Church. But Paphnutius wanted what he 

thought was “best” for his daughter, so he began pressuring 
her to marry a wealthy young man. To avoid breaking her sa-
cred vow, she had to act. So she renamed herself “Smarag-
dus,” disguised herself as a man, and entered a monastery. 
In later years, her father, who was bereaved at losing his pre-
cious daughter, came to the monastery in search of advice 
and comfort. Though he didn’t recognize her, he received 
consul from his very own daughter, who had been living as 
a monk all this time. Shortly before her passing, she revealed 
the long-kept secret to her father, assuring him that she had 
indeed lived the “best” life possible, one lived close to God.

Getting Practical: So often in life, we know that God is guid-
ing us in a certain direction. Oftentimes, this direction is not 
the easiest one, and it is very easy to instead follow our own 
will, even if this new “path” is not good for us. The story of 
Euphrosyne inspires us to follow our “holy instincts,” to listen 
to God when He speaks and to take action in life! Share 
this story with your children and grandchildren: they will be 
reminded that children, too, are capable of great spiritual 
wisdom—and that spiritual truths are worth fighting for in life.

euphroSYne of alexandrIa  
Commemorated September 25

SaInTlY lIveS
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youth/photoS

Church Building Tour

Topping  8/25/12  11:00 AM  Page 1

You are cordially invited to the 
dedication and placement of 
the Cross that will be set on top 
of our new Church dome on 
September 16th following the 
Divine Liturgy. All are welcome 
to pray and witness this special 
event as we reach another mile-
stone toward the completing our 
new St. Demetrios Church.

Dear God, here is (name), ready for her first 
day at school. She has been counting the days. 
She is so thrilled. Be with her today when she 
goes into unfamiliar rooms, when she sees 
new faces (make them kind faces!), when she 
stands in the lunch line, when she is on the 
playground. Keep her close to You as she 
learns and grows and makes friends. Protect 
her from harm. Watch over her on the way to 
and from school. And as she becomes part 
of a larger world, help me to let her go and 
gain experience that she will need to become a 
responsible part of Your creation. Amen.

A PARENt’S PRAyER FOR A CHiLd’S FiRSt 
dAy At SCHOOL
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photoS

Laity Awards

Scholarship Sunday

Senior Guild Trip
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caLendar

SepTemBer 2012
SunDAy monDAy TueSDAy weDneSDAy ThurSDAy FriDAy SATurDAy

1

ecclesiastical 
Year begins

2

13th Sunday of 
matthew

3

lABor DAy

Office closed

4 5

Parish Council 
Meeting, 7 pm

6

Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30 pm

7 8

nativity of the 
Theotokos

Liturgy, 9:30 am

9

Sunday Before 
the holy Cross

Church School 
begins

Welcome Back 
BBQ and GOYA 
Car Wash

10

Greek School 
Teachers Mtg., 
5-6 pm

11

Greek School 
Agiasmo and 
classes begin, 
4-6 pm

12
Philoptochos 
Board Meeting, 
7:30

13

Vespers, Holy 
Cross, Brookline, 
5 pm

Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30 pm

14

elevation of the 
holy Cross
Liturgy, 9:30 am 
Senior Guild  
Luncheon

15

Igniting the 
Flame of Stew-
ardship, 10 am

Bingo at Hel-
lenic Nursing and 
Rehabilitation 
Center, 2-3:30

16 - Sunday after 
the holy Cross

Church Cross 
Dedication

Brown Bag Blitz

Ministry Fair

17 18

Greek School, 
4-6 pm

19 20

Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30 pm

21 22

23 - 1st Sunday of 
luke

Ministry Fair

Basketball Ice 
Cream Social

30 - 2nd Sunday 
of luke

Ministry Fair

Church School 
Staff Meeting

24 25

Greek School, 
4-6 pm

26 27

Choir Rehearsal, 
7:30 pm

28

Salvation Army 
Miracle Kitchen, 
4-7

29
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phILoptochoS
StewardShIp &

The end of summer means it’s time to 
begin our ecclesiastical year which also 
means it’s a good time to review our 
commitment to God and the Church. 
What’s most important is participa-
tion. Of course, coming to services is an 
important way to participate, but there 
are many other ways to engage with the 
Church and our fellow parishioners. One 
is to volunteer at events. We have sev-
eral opportunities coming this fall starting 
with our Welcome Back BBQ on Septem-
ber 9, as well as our Fall Dance on Oc-
tober 27. Volunteers are always needed 
and welcome! remember, Stewardship 
is all about donating not only your trea-
sures, but your time and talents.

But speaking of treasures, here is where 
we stand from a stewardship con-
tribution standpoint as of August 13, 
2012: We received 389 pledges total-
ing $386,843.00 of which we received 
$238,038.  In addition, we received 
$32,977.00 contributions from non 
pledged members for a total of $271,015. 
As always, please consider using our 
online system for contributions via credit 
card or direct debit.

There is an incredible opportunity com-
ing up on Saturday, September 15, 10:00 
am to 2:30 pm. We have invited several 
speakers from the Archdiocese Steward-
ship Committee to come and present 
the very successful stewardship program 
that has been launched across Greek 
Orthodox churches in the USA. I person-
ally attended one of their seminars and 
was extremely impressed with the con-
tent. All ministry and program leaders are 
invited to attend, and please watch the 
weekly bulletin for details and signup.

dean Coclin 
Stewardship Chairman

STeWardShIp 2012
PHILOPTOCHOS: 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I would like to welcome you back from what I hope was a fun and 
maybe even restful summer! I had the opportunity to attend the 
National Philoptochos Convention in July. It was a wonderful experi-
ence to meet so many other members of this incredible organiza-
tion. For those of you who still think about becoming a member, let 
me say this — joining will give you a chance to make a difference 
in someone else’s life. It is an opportunity to be part of a powerful 
philantrhopic movement. This year Philoptochos is celebrating 80 
years of philanthropy. It is a testament to our membership that our 
past is so rich, our present is so vibrant and our future is so bright. 
Please consider becoming part of this amazing group of 27,500 
women! For more information, contact Gina Spencer, at gspencer@
stdemetriosweston.org. The October Philoptochos meeting is on 
Wednesday, October 17, 7:00 pm at the church. This will be an 
open meeting — all members are invited to attend!

	  

Saturday, September 15, 2012 
10:00 AM – 2:30 PM  

Hosted by 
ST.  DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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WeLCoMe BaCk BBQ SepT. 9
We are all invited to this joyful 
annual event, immediately 
following Divine Liturgy. Our 
children are encouraged to bring 
frisbees, balls and other outside 
toys. What a wonderful way to 
reconnect after a summer of 

vacations and time away. Many thanks to our Parish Council 
for hosting us. Spread the word and see you then!

Senior GUiLD on SepT. 14
The Senior Guild welcomes you back with our first meeting, 
following Divine Liturgy on the 14th. While we enjoy lunch, 
Fr. Nick will speak to us about the Elevation of the Holy 
Cross and what this great feast means for us. We will also 
discuss our coming December trip. Please join us for a 
fabulous meal and camaraderie with friends and family. If 
you have any questions, please contact Artemis Martakis: 
508.785.0045.

“iGniTinG The FLaMe oF STeWarDShip,” SepT. 15
Our Parish Council and all ministry/program leaders as well 
as all interested stewards of our Church are invited to join 
us for this vital seminar on Saturday, Sept. 15, 10 am – 2 pm. 
Dynamic stewardship ambassadors—who have successfully 
presented on this theme throughout the Archdiocese—will 
be sharing thoughts on the true essence of stewardship, 
embracing our ideas and concerns, and offering practical 
direction to our parish leaders. This is a rare opportunity 
and an event that is very important for us to attend and 
support. Council members and leaders are asked to 
confirm their participation with Cathy Smith by e-mail,  
csmith@stdemetriosweston. org, or by calling the Church 
office at 781-237-5561 by Sept. 12. 

MiniSTry Fair: SepT. 16, 23 & 30
This annual event serves to remind us of the many 
ministries and programs offered by our parish—and how 
important it is for you to put your time and talent to work 
at St. Demetrios. During Fellowship Hour in September, we 
hope you will visit our fair and learn about our 2012 – 13 
offerings. Ministry representatives, as well as flyers and 
contact information, will be available. For further information 
on finding your place in the ministries and programs at our 
parish, visit the “Getting Involved” page of our website or 
contact Fr. Nick. 

FeLLoWShip hoUr  
Fellowship Hour following Liturgy will resume on September 
16. Please let us know if you would like to help host a 
particular Sunday this fall—all supplies are provided. Contact 
Mary Ellen Paravalos: paravfam@yahoo.com; 781-349-8077. 

EvENtS ANd ANNOUNCEmENtS

newS & eventS

Fall Dance: SaturDay, Oct. 27!

Please join the Parish Council for an evening of 
fellowship, dinner and dancing.

Boston Marriott, Newton.  
Cocktails: 6 pm; Dinner: 7 pm.  

Music by Orfeas.  
Tickets: $125

This year’s drawing will feature three exciting prizes:

Grand Prize 
Trip to Hawaii  
(includes airfare, hotel, car rental and Hawaiian Luau)

2nd Prize 
iPad 3

3rd Prize 
Bose Noise-Canceling Headphones

Become an event sponsor!  
Benefactor - $1000 
Sponsor - $500 
Friend – Under $500

For more information on tickets, sponsorship, or the 
raffle, contact: Gina Spencer: 508.655.1427; 
gspencer@stdemetriosweston.org  

June 10:  
Michael Coggin, in loving memory of his brother, Paul Stephan.  
Mickie Avtges Taleas, in loving memory of her parents,  
Emmanuel and Maria.

June 17: Jane Bouyoukas, in loving memory of her son, Nicholas.

June 24: The Stournaras Family and Stephanie Dadiskos, in loving 
memory of Ruth.

July 1: Patti Dukakis, in memory of her beloved husband, Arthur.

July 15: The Brody Family, in loving memory of Benjamin. Angelica 
Giovannes, in loving memory of her husband, Nicholas.

July 22: The Kalyvas Family, in loving memory of Louis.  
The Vinios Family, in loving memory of Nicholas.

August 5: Cleo Ohannesian, in loving memory of her husband, Sam.

August 19: The Decaneas Family, in loving memory of Ann.

August 26: George George and Amalie George, in loving memory  

AlTAr FlowerS

Altar flowers were generously donated by the following parishioners:
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medIa/outreachnewS & eventS

ADulT EDuCATION: ORThODOx lIfE SERIES “ChuRCh COMMuNITy”

Our fall series will once again be offered adjoining Divine Liturgy. Our theme of “Church 
Community” will offer insights into the very essence of Christian community and will use  
1 Corinthians as a jumping off point, as well as Fr. Anthony Coniaris’ The Eye Cannot Say 
to the Hand. Everyone is welcome to join us for these presentations. Our hope is that the 
topics raised and the themes explored will enrich our understanding of our relationship 
with God and all His people. The series will begin in September; please consult your Weekly 
Bulletin for specifics.

Linked Together (From Fr. Coniaris’ The Eye Cannot Say to the Hand)

“When we are climbing a mountain, hardly anyone can climb to 
the top alone, by himself. But we can climb, go up together, by 
linking ourselves with a rope. The ablest climber goes first and the 
rest make the climb after him, linked to him. You cannot climb 
the mountain for me. I cannot climb it for you. We have to climb 
it ourselves. But, linked to one another with the ablest One, Jesus, 
leading, we can make the climb. Faith, prayer and the Eucharist are 
the ropes which link us to the Lead Climber, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 PHILANTHROPY and SOCIAL ACTION

Brown Bag Blitz  
is Sept. 16

Led by our GOYAns, 
we will once again 
begin this series of 
outreach efforts on be-
half of those in need. The beneficiary 
of our fall drive will be our own Salva-
tion Army Miracle Kitchen. Please 
receive your bag(s) on the 16th (extra 
bags will be in the coatroom bin), 
fill it with any and all canned/non-
perishable goods, and return it to the 
church by Oct. 31. To help with this 
ministry, contact Lydia Santangelo: 
lydiaeventspclst@aol.com.

FR. ManikaS LiBRaRY

Book of the Month:  
Designed for Holiness, by Fr. Peter E. Gillquist
Fr. Gillquist, of blessed memory, reminds the reader that 
God calls us to be holy and righteous in this fallen and 
battered world, and he maps out a strategy for “becoming 
holy” by yielding to the power and purpose of God in every 
area of life.

This book is located in the Recommendation shelf. We 
invite you to come and visit the library. Remember, this 
library is for you, your family and all our parishioners!

WHY FaCEBook?
Facebook has become one of the primary ways we share 
news, make plans, and keep track of friends and family. 
St. Demetrios has a Facebook page, featuring thoughtful 
articles about the faith, parish news, pictures of the building 
project and parish life, and timely reminders about upcom-
ing events. From your Facebook homepage, search for “St. 
Demetrios Church, Weston,” and you’ll find us. Then simply 
choose to “like” us, and you’ll be connected! If you use 
Facebook, or have considered it, please make the effort to 
join us—this is one more way we can build community at St. 
Demetrios.

A NOtE FROm FR. ALEx

On behalf of Brandy, Phoebe, Bram and Roman, I want to ex-
press our deep love and gratitude. From day one at St. Deme-
trios a little over four years ago, we were embraced with sincere 
affection and the generous spirit of our parishioners. We are 
grateful for the many friendships we’ve made—and it will always 
be moving to Brandy and me, especially, that our little Roman 
was born while we were here and cradled in the loving arms 
(quite literally in many cases!) of our St. Demetrios family. 

My family also enjoyed being a part of our many ministries and 
programs—there is much to be thankful for here. I am indebted 
to the many work who have worked so hard to teach, lead and 
inspire at St. Demetrios.  My personal approach to ministry 
is forever inspired and changed, and the lives of my wife and 
children have been enriched. 

I will always have a warm place in my heart for our dedicated 
Parish Council members. Their steadfast support, sense of com-
munity and personal kindness toward my family was always 
evident.

Finally, I want to thank Fr. Nick and Presb. Elaine—as well as 
their wonderful children Irene, Christina and Dean—for their re-
markable friendship, kindness and loving presence in our lives. 
They have always been, and will continue to be, family to us.

With much love and many prayers, 
Fr. Alex



announcementS
ST. DemeTrioS Greek orThoDox ChurCh 
57 Brown STreeT 
weSTon, mA 02493

The son of James and Suzanne Polymeros was bap-
tized on Saturday, June 2, and named James Peter. 
The sponsors were Carolyn and David Del Gizzi.

The daughter of Minas and Yianna Economidis was 
baptized on Saturday, June 16, and named Anna 
Mina. The sponsor was Maria Ioannou-Begin.

The daughter of Peter and Rory Alphas was bap-
tized on Saturday, July 14, and named Alexia Mar-
garet. The sponsor was Kathryn Alphas Richlen.

The son of Anthony and June Limberis was bap-
tized on Saturday, August 25, and named Nathan 
Anthony. The sponsors were George and Joanne 
Limberis.

The daughter of Jorg Bassiacos and Kelly Quinlan 
was baptized on Saturday, August 25, and named 
Emma Rita. The sponsors were Caroline Krueger 
and Dana Bassiacos.

The son of Channing and Amy Ferrer was baptized 
on Saturday, August 25, and named Connor Wil-
liam. The sponsors were Kim Fischer and Tripp 
Ferrer.

May God bless them with His divine grace!

BApTiSmS weDDinGS

Condolences are extended to:

Wayne Fischer on the falling asleep of his 
sister, Linda.

Helen Makris on the falling asleep of her 
brother, Nicholas.

Chris Tzellas on the falling asleep of her 
mother,Aphrodite Hassapes.

Laz Vekiarides and Nicos Vekiarides on the 
falling asleep of their father, Paul.

Kalliopi Tsiougos of Framingham, June 1.

Vasiliki Beldekas of Weston, June 6.

Louis Kalyvas of Wellesley, June 19.

Samuel Ohannesian of Marlborough, June 28.

Mary Choban of Framingham, July 17.

ConDolenCeS

FunerAlS

May their memory be eternal!

May their memory be eternal!

September 15: 
Igniting the Flame of Stewardship

September 16: 
Cross Dedication

October 27: 
St. Demetrios Fall Dance

SAVE THE DATE! 
Important St. Demetrios events:

Charles Lavrentios 
and Tatyana Held 
were united in marriage 
on Sunday, June 24. 

The sponsors were Nancy and 
John Pantazopoulos.


